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Introduction 

The  first  scientific  record  of  a  spider  species  from  Egypt  was  that  of 
Linnaeus  (1758)  in  his  10th  edition  of  "Systema  Naturae"  Tomus  I. 
Regnum  Animale.  p.622  where  he  described,  in  a  few  words,  the  species 
Aranea  flavissima  :  "A.  abdomine  oblongo  flavissimo  laevi.  M.  L.  U. 
Habitat  in  ALgypto.  Hasselqvist.  Thorax  fulvus.  Pedes  glabri."  =  "Spider 
with  a  light  yellowish  oblong  abdomen.  M.  L.  U.  (Coll.  S  :  ae  Lovisae 
Ulricae  Reginae  Museum)  Habitat  in  Egypt.  F.  Hasselquist,  1749.  Thorax 
deep  yellow.  Legs  smooth."  A  brief  description  which  is  not  enough  to 
identify  such  a  species  or  "qu'il  sera  toujours  impossible  d'identifier"  as 
Simon  (1910)  stated. 

The  second  record  was  that  of  Forskal  (1775),  who  described  four 
spider  species  from  the  region  of  Cairo  :  Aranea  citricola,  A.insidiatrix, 
A.rivulata  and  A.trifasciata.  His  descriptions  were  more  detailed  and,  at 
least,  enough  for  identification.  His  work  was  published  after  his  death 
by  Carsten  Niebuhr  in  Copenhagen. 
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The  third  work  and  the  real  scientific  study  of  arachnida  of  Egypt 
began  with  the  "Description  de  VEgypte" .  In  this  historical  work,  we  can 
find  the  first  landmark  in  the  study  of  Arachnida  of  Egypt.  It  includes  the 
work  of  Savigny  on  Egyptian  arachnids,  completed  and  edited  by 
Audouin.  The  story  of  this  work  was  summarized  by  Simon  (1910): 

In  1798,  J.-C.  Savigny,  attached  as  a  zoologist  to  the  great  French 
expedition  to  Egypt,  worked  on  the  magnificent  drawings  of  the  nine 
plates  of  Arachnids,  of  which  the  engraving,  entrusted  to  the  best  artists 
of  his  time,  were  accomplished  about  1811. 

The  publication  was  adjourned,  nobody  knew  why,  and  the  author 
became  completely  blind  in  1824,  the  editing  of  the  text  was  entrusted  to 
Victor  Audouin. 

The  1st  edition  in-4°  is  a  gathering  of  memoirs  on  diverse  subjects  of 
natural  histoiry,  under  the  general  title  of  Description  de  VEgypte  ou 
Recueil  des  observations  et  des  recherches  qui  ont  ete  faites  en  Egypte 
pendant  [Expedition  de  Varmee  frangaise.  Histoire  naturelle,  t.  I,  1809,  a 
date  which  may  deceive  because  all  the  memoirs  which  compose  this 
volume  were  not  published  simultanuously;  the  part  of  Arachnids,  which 
is  incorporated  in  no.  4,  p.  99,  under  the  title  :  Explication  sommaire  des 
planches  d'Arachnides  de  VEgypte  et  de  la  Syrie,  publiee  par  Jules-Cesar 
Savigny,  membre  de  VInstitut;  offrant  un  expose  des  caracteres  naturels 
des  genres,  avec  la  distinction  des  especes,  par  Victor  Audouin,  is  very 
subsequent,  because  Audouin  had  not  been  charged  by  editing  until  1825, 
as  proved  by  a  ministerial  letter  inserted  in  the  same  book,  p.  5,  and 
beared  the  date  19  March  1825. 

The  2nd  edition  in-8°,  in  24  volumes,  had  been  published  few  years 
later;  volume  22,  relating  to  natural  history,  beared  the  date  of  1827,  this 
last  edition,  was  the  only  cited  by  Walckenaer  and  all  the  authors  who 
followed  him,  nevertheless  it  was  a  literal  reprint  of  the  first  under 
another  format. 

The  share  of  Audouin  in  editing  the  text  appears  very  minute,  due  to  a 
note  in  the  1st  edition:  «M.  Audouin  se  fait  un  devoir  de  declarer  qu'il  a 
mis  a  profit  la  description  des  Arachnides  commencee  par  M.  Savigny, 
mais  dont  ce  savant  n'avait  pu  revoir  les  epreuves.  Cette  description, 
qui  s'arrete  a  la  pi.  IV,  a  ete  souvent  restreinte  afin  d'etre  mise  en  rapport 
avec  Implication  sommaire  des  Mollusques,  Annelides,  Crustaces,  etc.» 

Indeed,  the  explanations  relating  to  the  42  figures  of  plates  I  to  IV  were 
accompanied  by  summarized  descriptions,  and  indications  to  localities 
and  habitats,  certainly  by  the  hand  of  Savigny,  while  for  the  other  plates, 
these  indications  defaulted  and  the  descriptions,  in  all  cases  were  reduced 
to  minimum,  sometimes  also  missing,  notably  for  the  Salticids. 
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The  two  authors  :  Savigny  and  Audouin 

The  life  of  the  two  authors  of  this  work  can  be  summarized  from 
Pallary  (1926),  in  his  "Notice  Biographique  Sur  J.C. Savigny",  pp.  1-6,  as: 

Marie- Jules-Cesar-Lelorgne  de  Savigny  was  born  at  Provins  in  5  April 
1777.  He  was  son  and  grandson  of  judges,  and  his  mother  belonged  to  a 
rich  noble  family.  He  departed  to  Egypt  because  Rouen  lorsque  Cuvier 
proposed  him  to  make  a  trip  for  the  commission  which  Bonaparte 
proposed  to  be  incorporated  in  the  expeditionary  corps  of  Egypt  (1798), 
with  Geoffroy  Saint-Hilaire  as  colleague  for  natural  history.  He  was 
nominated  as  a  member  of  the  Institut  (Academie  des  Sciences)  in  1821. 

Unfortunately  during  his  stay  in  Egypt,  Savigny  contracted  an  illness  of 
eyes  which,  under  the  influence  of  tiredness  occasioned  by  the 
examination  of  the  microscopic  creatures  which  he  studied,  evolved 
rapidly  and  turned,  in  1824,  to  complete  blindness.  A  nervous  illness  also 
came,  alas!  to  increase  his  state  and  to  render  all  his  intellectual  work 
impossible,  then  he  could  not  publish  the  text  which  must  accompany  his 
plates.  Savigny  died  in  5  October  and  buried  in  14  October  1851. 

Victor  Audouin,  was  born  in  1797,  distinguished  naturalist,  founder  of 
the  Annates  des  sciences  naturelles  and  the  Entomological  Society.  After 
having  been  deputy  of  Lamarck  in  the  Museum,  he  was  nominated  as 
professor  of  entomology,  instead  of  Latreille,  who  died  in  1823.  He  had 
important  observations  on  Crustacea,  silkworms,  pyralid  moths  of  vine, 
and  Histoire  naturelle  du  littoral  de  la  France,  in  collaboration  with 
Milne  Edwards.  Audouin  had  admired  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in 
1838  and  died  early  in  the  age  of  44  (in  1841). 

The  problem  of  the  authorship  and  the  date  of  publication 

Sherborn  (1897)  depended  mainly  on  :  (1)  Engelmann,  Bibl.Hist.Nat. 
p.340  and  (2)  Ann.Soc.Entom.France,  xi.,  1842,  p.99,  to  state  :  "I  have  no 
doubt  myself  that  all  the  parts  enumerated  above  (vol.  I.,  parts  1-4)  may 
be  safely  regarded  as  dated  1826." 

Tollitt  (1986)  followed  the  guidelines  of  Sherborn  and  stated  :  "In 
general,  most  workers  tend  to  cite  Audouin  alone  as  the  author  of 
Explication  sommaire  des  planches,  probably  as  a  result  of  Sherborn's 
original  paper.  Thus,  in  following  Sherborn's  analysis,  the  author  and 
date  of  volume  1,  part  4,  Explication  sommaire  des  planches  may  be 
cited  as  J.  V.  Audouin,  [1826]." 

Both  Sherborn  and  Tollitt  attributed  volume  1,  part  4  "solely  to  Jean 
Victor  Audouin  as  he  apparently  had  to  begin  the  work  again  from  the 
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beginning,  because  Savigny  did  not  pass  any  of  his  manuscripts  on  to 
him  after  he  went  blind." 

Two  examples  of  the  scientists  who  accepted  "Audouin,  1826"  are  : 
Millidge  (1988)  following  Tollitt  and  Baehr  &  Baehr  (1995)  following 
Sherborn. 

Date  of  publication 

The  cover  of  the  first  edition  of  Histoire  Naturelle,  t.I  carried  the  date 
M.DCCC.IX.  (1809).  This  date  is  "Date  incorrect"  (ICZN,  Art.21  d  - 
I.U.B.S.,  1985)  as  explained  by  Simon  (1910).  There  is  an  evidence  at 
the  end  of  the  Note  concernant  {'Explication  Sommaire  des  Planches 
dont  les  dessins  ont  ete  fournis  par  M.  J.C.Savigny,  pour  I'Histoire 
Naturelle  de  I'ouvrage.  p.6  (Anonymous,  1825),  as  following  : 
Note 

Distribution  des  planches  de  Zoologie  dont  les  dessins  ont  ete  fournis  par  M.  Savigny 
N.B.  L'Histoire  Naturelle  de  I'ouvrage  et  terminee  par  la  Botanique,  soixante-deux 
planches,  et  par  la  Mineralogie,  quinze  planches,  formant  la  seconde  partie  du  2.e 
volume.  Paris,  le  l.er  novembre  1825. 

Signe  Lafont,  President;  Girard,  Fourier,  Desgenettes,  Geoffroy-Saint-Hilaire, 
Devilliers,  Jollois,  Le  Pere,  Jomard. 

Hence,  the  year  of  publication  is  1825,  depending  on  this  evidence 
printed  inside  the  work  itself. 

Authorship 

There  are  two  footnotes  in  p. 99  (the  first  page  of  Explication  sommaire 
des  planches  d'Arachnides  de  VEgypte  et  de  la  Syrie)  : 

(1)  M.  Savigny  observe  que  les  dessins  des  Arachnides,  executes  sous  ses  yeux  et  dans 
son  cabinet  par  MM.  Meunier,  Huet  et  Prctre,  ont  ete  commences  en  1804,  et  qu'ils 
etoient  tous  termines  et  donnes  a  la  gravure  en  1812.  C'est  pour  ce  motif  que  toutes  les 
planches,  meme  celles  qui  ont  ete  terminees  dans  ces  derniers  temps,  porteront  cette 
date.  Nous  insistons  sur  cette  declaration,  afin  qu'on  ne  suppose  pas  que  les  travaux  de 
M.  Savigny  ont  pu  etre  modifies  par  des  decouvertes  assez  importantes  dont  la  science 
s'est  enrichie  depois  peu,  et  qui  n'avoient  pas  echappe  a  la  sagacite  de  notre  auteur  : 
telle  est,  entre  autres,  l'observation  curieuse  de  M.  Treviranus,  qui  a  demontre  que  les 
pieces  situees  a  l'extremite  des  palpes  du  male  n'etoient  autre  chose  qu'un  appareil 
d'excitation,  et  que  les  organes  propres  a  ce  sexe  existoient  au-dessous  du  premier 
segment  de  l'abdomen,  c'est-a-dire,  a  la  meme  place  que  dans  la  femelle.  Notre  savant 
ami  M.  Savigny  avoit  remarque  ce  fait  avant  l'anatomiste  allemand. 

(2)  Voyez  ci-dessus,  page  3,  la  Note  concernant  L'Explication  sommaire  des  planches 
dont  les  dessins  ont  ete  fournis  par  M.  J.  C.  Savigny,  pour  L'Histoire  Naturelle  de 
L'Ouvrage.  M.  Audouin  se  fait  un  devoir  de  declarer  qu'il  a  mis  a  profit  la  description 
des  Arachnides  commencee  par  M.  Savigny,  mais  dont  ce  savant  n'avoit  pu  revoir 
aucune  epreuve.  Cette  description,  qui  s'arrete  a  la  planche  4,  a  ete  souvent  restreinte 
et  modifiee,  afin  d'etre  mise  en  rapport  avec  L'Explication  sommaire  des  Mollusques, 
Annelides,  Crustaces,  &c. 
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They  elucidate  the  role  of  Savigny  and  that  he  described  the  specimens 
figured  in  plates  1-4,  and  stopped  because  of  blindness.  Then,  Audouin 
completed  the  work  after  being  ordered  by  Son  Exc.le  Ministre  Secretaire 
d'etat  au  departement  de  l'interieur,  as  stated  in  the  note  mentioned  above 
(p. 3)  :  Determine  par  ces  diverses  considerations,  le  Ministre  a  ecrit  a  la  Commisson 
d'Egypte,  en  meme  temps  qu'a  M.  Savigny,  qu'il  chargeoit  M.  Audouin,  naturaliste  et 
son  eleve,  de  mettre  ces  planches  en  etat  de  paroitre,  en  y  inscrivant  les  noms 
generaux  et  toutes  les  designations  necessaires,  et  en  redigeant  une  explication  tres- 
sommaire,  suffisante  pour  l'intelligence  des  figures;  mais  en  meme  temps  Son 
Excellence  a  reserve  a  M.  Savigny  tous  ses  droits  comme  auteur;  son  intention  etant 
que  les  explications  fournies  par  M.  Audouin  ne  puissent  nuire  aux  travaux 
scientifiques  du  premier,  et  qu'elles  se  rapportent  constamment  aux  parties  deja  faites, 
de  maniere  que  M.  Savigny  puisse  un  jour  donner  a  ses  recherches  la  suite  qu'il  jugera 
convenable. 

Simon  (1910)  also  noticed  that  the  description  of  specimens  are 
accompanied  by  localities,  only  in  42  figures  (in  pi.  1-4,  except  the  last 
two  specimens  in  pl.4).  I  think  that  Savigny  depended  on  his  notices  or 
his  memory  to  remember  the  locality  of  every  specimen  figured  to  state 
its  locality,  where  the  specimen  was  collected.  After  being  blind,  it  was 
impossible  to  him  to  remember  the  locality  of  any  figured  specimen.  It 
was  not  possible  too,  to  know  the  relation  between  any  of  Savigny's 
written  notices  and  any  specimen  figure  to  be  of  use  to  Audouin. 

Therefore,  it  is  evident  that  Savigny  is  responsible  for  the  description  of 
the  specimens  figured  in  plates  1-4,  which  are  accompanied  by  localities, 
except  the  last  two  specimens  in  pl.4  (42  figures).  Savigny  is  responsible 
too  for  the  names  of  new  species  and  genera  included  in  the  text  (pp.  106- 
150).  While  Audouin  is  responsible  for  the  names  of  new  species 
included  in  the  text  (pp. 151-186)  (70  figures). 

In  addition,  there  are  only  6  new  valid  genera  of  spiders  in  this  work. 
They  are  :  Nemesia,  Ariadna,  Hersilia,  Erigone,  Argiope,  and  Ocyale. 
All  of  them  are  described  in  the  section  of  Savigny  (pi.  1-4).  Also, 
Savigny's  descriptions  are  twice  longer  than  those  of  Audouin. 

The  Arachnid  species  published  in  "Description  de  VEgypte" 

The  nine  plates  of  Arachnida  includes  112  figures.  Seven  plates  were 
devoted  to  spiders  :  89  figures  (81  species  of  30  genera  classified  in  20 
groups)  =  71  species  +  6  synonyms  +  5  nomina  dubia  (in  the  most  recent 
classification). 

Plate  8  :  figs.  1-3  scorpions  :  3  species  of  Scorpio  =  3  species; 
figs.  4-6  pseudoscorpions  :  3  species  of  Chelifer  =  2  species  +  1  n.d.; 
figs.  7-10  solpugids  :  4  species  of  Solpuga  =  3  species  +  1  syn. 
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Plate  9  :  figs.  1-3  opilionids  :  3  species  of  Phalangium  =  1  sp.  +  2  n.d.; 

figs.  4-13  acarids  :  10  species  of  3  genera  =  6(+2)  spp.  +  1  syn.  +  1  n.d. 

Every  figure  group  of  a  species  includes  a  habitus  drawing  and  minor 
details  drawings. 

In  the  following  table  :  1)  all  the  arachnid  species  described  in 
"Description  de  I'Egypte.  Histoire  naturelle,  t.  I,  p.  4"  are  mentioned, 
noting  2)  the  sex  of  the  specimen  figured,  with  3)  number  of  pages  in 
both  the  first  (1825)  and  the  second  (1827)  editions,  4)  the  locality  of  the 
first  42  figured  specimens,  and  5)  the  valid  name  currently  used. 

All  species  names  are  revisioned  and  synonymized  according  to  : 
Order  Araneida  (El-Hennawy,  1990;  Platnick,  1993  &  1997),  Order 
Scorpionida  (El-Hennawy,  1992),  Order  Pseudoscorpionida  (Harvey, 
1990),    Order    Solpugida    (El-Hennawy,    1998),    Order  Opilionida 
Cokendolpher,  1990),  Order  Acarida  (Nuttall,  et.al,  1908). 

A  note  on  the  misspellings  in  the  second  edition  is  provided.  The 
drawing  of  the  male  palpal  organ  in  spiders  is  noted  in  21  species  (see 
footnote  (1)  above  in  "Authorship"  section).  Also,  all  male  solpugid 
species  figured  are  accompanied  by  flagellum  drawing.  It  was  a  great 
addition  in  the  time  of  Savigny. 

The  locality  was  mentioned  for  the  first  42  figured  specimens  [40 
species  (now  37),  Egypt  36  (33),  Palestine  5].  There  were  7  localities  in 
Egypt  :  Alexandrie  (15  species),  Rosette  (11),  Kaire  (8),  Damiette  (2), 
Menzaleh  (2),  Salahyeh  (1),  Delta  (1);  and  3  localities  in  Palestine  :  Acre 
(3),  Carmel(l),  Jaffa  (1). 

There  are  3  figures  which  were  described  as  male  spiders  while  they 
were  subadult  or  juvenile  as  shown  in  the  figure.  They  are  : 

PI.  2  fig.  5  Argyope  aurelia,  subadult  male. 

PI.  4  fig.  12  Eresus  Dufourii,  juvenile. 

PI.  6  fig.  11  Thomisus  hirtus  ?,  subadult  male. 

Note  1  :  Planche  1-7,  9  Dessine  et  grave  en  1805-12;  pi.  8  en  1806-1 1. 
2  :  In  Edit.  II  (1827)  p. 328  the  currently  used  spelling  Argiope  is 
used  once  instead  of  Argyope. 
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Valid  Name 

Nemesia  cellicola  Savigny,  1 825 

Segestria  florentina  (Rossi,  1790) 

Ariadna  insidiatrix  Savigny,  1 825 

Lachesana  perversa  (Savigny,  1825)  1 

Tegenaria  parietina  (Fourcroy,  1785) 

Tegenaria  domestica  (Clerck,  1757) 
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Prinerigone  vagans  (Savigny,  1825) 

Plate  2 

Tetragnatha  flava  (Savigny,  1825) 

Tetragnatha  nitens  (Savigny,  1825) 
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Walck. 
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Argyope  aurelia 
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Valid  Name 

Scytodes  thoracica  (Latreille,  1 802)  ! 

Loxosceles  rufescens  (Dufour,  1820) 

Dysdera  erythrina  (Walckenaer,  1 802)  ; 

Zelotes  listeri  (Audouin,  1825) 

Pterotricha  schaefferi  (Audouin,  1825) 
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